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(Cooperative Farm
Carries On

An Account of

THE PROVIDENCE COOPERATIVE FARM
Route One, Cruger, Miss.

7947

Mrs. Booker and Group of Students in Community Library

The Cooperative Farm Carries On
1936, the Cooperative Farms, Inc., was
organized to aid some of the poorest people
in the United States, among the share
croppers of the cotton South, whose annual per
capita income was only thirty-eight to eighty
seven dollars a year. The project’s foundation
principles were the application of prophetic
Christianity to the situation of racial prejudice
and economic injustice in Mississippi where
technological change—beginning with the tract
or and the mechanical cotton picker, and con
tinuing now with the weed burner—was creating
new problems for democracy, while old ones
remained unsolved. It was our special purpose
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to bring cooperative techniques, long vindicated
in the British Isles, the Scandinavian countries,
and elsewhere, to bear upon economic life at
the point where the collapsing cotton economy,
augmented by disease, illiteracy, and the depri
vation of civic rights, was taking its heaviest
toll.
Our first farm, the Delta Cooperative Farm,
was established a decade ago in the heart of the
Mississippi Delta, in Bolivar County. It was
purchased for $17,500. in 1936, including stock
and equipment. A second farm, the Providence

A. E. Cox, Resident Director
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Cooperative Farm, was purchased in Wttt, on
the edge of the Delta in Holmes County, lor
about the same amount. Activities were gradu
ally transferred to Providence, and the Delta
Farm was sold in 1942 for $34,000. cash, which
was slightly less than the original cost plus im
provements. Our history during the past decade
has been one of constant struggle, of failure and
success, and of sacrificial service rendered by
volunteer workers from near and far, some of
whom have gone out to aid in projects with
similar aims elsewhere. The war, which brought
relative prosperity to cotton workers as it did
to farmers generally, disrupted many activities
and resulted in the loss of both farm families
and staff members. The collective, or producers’
cooperative, which once loomed large with us,
after a checkered history has been dropped for
the time being, and the land on Providence is
being operated by individual families. We have,
however, preserved a continuity of aim, person
nel, and method over the past ten years, and it
is our conviction that our service was never
more important than it is today.
The purpose of this leaflet is to acquaint you
briefly with what we are doing and what you
can do to help.

The Fann a Community Center
The Providence Cooperative Farm consists
at present of some 2,400 acres, most of which
remain uncleared, located where the low, eroded
5

Exhibit of Handwork in Community Building

hills of east central Mississippi meet the Delta.
Some ten families at present live on the Farm;
surrounding it are several hundred families of
sharecroppers, renters, and small owners, most
of them of the Negro race which constitutes
about seventy-five per cent of the county’s popu
lation. The Providence Farm is nine miles
from the nearest village or telephone. To the
community which shares this isolation, it offers
a natural center. Its simple community build
ing was erected by volunteer labor of the com
munity, Negro and white, some six years ago.
Here meets the Providence Cooperative Asso
ciation, a community-wide organization with a
program of physical, economic, educational, and
spiritual improvement for the community. We
6

estimate that at least one hundred and fifty
families are reached by one or more of the ac
tivities heading up on the Farm.

The Consumers C ooperative Store
The Cooperative Store carries on the Roch
dale consumers’ cooperative organization begun
on the Delta Farm. It is now independent of
economic aid from the directors of Cooperative
Farms, as members’ savings furnish full operat
ing capital. The savings of the members of the
two cooperative stores at Delta and Providence,
in the form of distributed and undistributed
dividends, have amounted to $11,000. A reading
room and library are maintained by the present
store.

The “Credit Cooperative
This organization is now a federally chartered
and supervised credit union, with capital of
about $750. provided by the members them
selves. Its growth has been slow, but an effective
educational foundation has been laid which is
beginning to show increasing results. The mem
bers hope to double their capital this year.
Among the first loans made were some to aid
in the construction of a Negro school.

Education
Education is an increasingly important func
tion of the Farm. Since its beginning, com
munity institutes have been held, usually twice
a year, with agriculturists and other leaders
from over the South as instructors. Improved
farming, community health, civic problems, and
the Christian approach to social issues have
been among the subjects discussed. Continuation
schools under the direction of Mrs. Fannie
Booker, a gifted Negro teacher who has been
a member of the staff for two years, are held in
the spring and in the fall to supplement the
schooling offered by the county to Negro chil
dren. A summer school is also held, where Bible
study and handcrafts are carried on, along with
the teaching of basic subjects such as arithmetic
and English. The enrollment of the summer
school in 1946 was over fifty. Sixteen students
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brought their food and lived as boarding stu
dents on the Farm, in spite of very inadequate
housing facilities. During the winter of 1946-47,
Mrs. Booker is giving special instruction on a
high school level to a few students. Mrs. David
Minter, the wife of our doctor, also renders
valuable help in connection with our educa
tional work.

7 he Rochdale Clinic
Begun on the Delta Farm, our medical pro
gram has been resumed at Providence with the
return of Dr. David R. Minter from service in
the United States Army. Dr. Minter held the
rank of Lt. Colonel in the Pacific theater and in
Japan, and specialized in the control of malaria.

Dr. D. R. Minter and Patient in Consulting Room
Rochdale Clinic

9

He returned to us in the summer of 1946, when
a clinic remodeled from the former dairy and
pasteurizing plant was opened. The clinic in
cludes waiting rooms, an examining room, a
laboratory, and an X ray room with dark room
for development. The X ray machine was given
us by the Alpha Kappa Alpha national sorority.
Dr. Minter is assisted on occasion by Mrs. Lind
sey Cox, a registered nurse, who is the wife
of our Farm director. Mrs. Cox volunteered
for service on the Farm in 1937 and has been
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Laboratory, Rochdale Clinic
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with us since that time. Dr. Minter and Mrs.
Cox have recently conducted immunization clin
ics in the Negro schools of the county, with the
cooperation of the county department of health.
Eight Negro girls have requested that they be
allowed to live on the Farm this winter, study
ing high school subjects with Mrs. Booker and
practical nursing under Dr. Minter and Mrs.
Cox. Located among rural people who are sepa
rated in many instances by distance, poverty,
and race from adequate medical care, the Clinic
represents what we believe to be a pioneer ex
periment in rural medicine. It is expected that
as we develop a cooperative medical organiza
tion and a community-wide health program, we
shall be able to shed new light upon the possi
bilities of a “medical mission” to the under
privileged of our own country.

Christian Leadership
It will be seen from the above that our aim
has been to act upon the implications of the
Christian Gospel at as many points as possible
in the social life of our community. The thirty
thousand Negroes of the county have many
churches, but only two or three resident pastors.
Regular religious services were conducted on the
Farm until the former director, Reverend Sam
FI. Franklin, Jr., entered the chaplaincy in the
United States Naval Reserve during the spring
of 1943. Mr. Franklin, a former missionary in
Japan, is returning to that country under the
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Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. His
place as director has been filled since 1943 by
Mr. A. E. Cox, who joined the staff of the Delta
Farm in 1936 as accountant. Mr. Cox is fre
quently called upon to lead study groups of
workers over the South who are interested in
the organization of consumer cooperatives. The
place of an ordained leader on the Farm is un
filled at present, and it is our hope to find an
other minister-teacher, preferably of the Negro
race, in the near future. Meanwhile, our gen
eral policy is that of cooperating with and
supplementing the existing churches through
ministers’ institutes, inter-denominational re
ligious education, and the stimulation of an
approach to community needs with the church
as a center.

The X-Ray Room
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The Future
With the easing of building difficulties, it is
planned to enlarge our existing buildings by
adding dormitory space for at least twenty-five
people. This will be used by adults at the time
of conferences and institutes and by boarding
students during the remainder of the year. An
other assembly room will be added, and houses
for farm and staff members will be provided.
All existing activities will be strengthened and
special stress will be laid upon practical edu
cation.

Yoar Part
Our operating budget, which includes sal
aries for staff members (that of the doctor being
supplemented by income from patients able to
pay) and the incidental costs of our educational
activities, amounts to some $7,500. per year. We
are dependent upon the vision and sympathy
of those who believe in what we are doing to
continue this work. Ours is a biracial project—as
it has been from the beginning. We are an eco
nomic and welfare experiment in an area of
great poverty. We are attempting to preach the
full gospel to the poor. By your gift, you help to
bring dedicated lives to the service of those who
need them most.
Contributions, which are deductible for in
come tax purposes, should be made payable to
13

Sherwood Eddy, Treasurer, Cooperative Founda
tion, Inc., Room 1301, 347 Madison Avenue,
New York 17, N. Y.
Signed: Sherwood Eddy
Arthur Raper
Sam H. Franklin, Jr.
Executive Committee
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The Staff of the Providence Cooperative Farm

A. E. Cox, Director
David R. Minter, M.D., Physician, and director
of the Rochdale Clinic
Mrs. Lindsey Cox, R.N., Nurse (a volunteer
worker)
Mrs. Fannie Booker, Teacher
Directors of Cooperative Farms, Inc,

Reinhold Niebuhr
Arthur Raper
Sherwood Eddy
Sam H. Franklin, Jr.
Charles S. Johnson
F. D. Patterson
Emory Luccock
John Rust
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